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he executive director of
VaxTogetherAustin – which
helps bring COVID-19 vac-
cines to underserved commu-

nities – has been named an Extraordi-
nary Woman by the Austin Statesman
and Thomas J. Henry Extraordinary
Woman program.
Sharon Cohan, MAC (Master of Arts
in Counseling) has been at the helm
of TogetherAustin since early last
year. The VaxTogetherAustin initia-
tive began as informal collaboration
among concerned Austinites. It’s now
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that’s helped
provide more than 20,000 vaccine
doses to community members.
“We bring Covid vaccines into under-
served communities and work on ed-
ucation and awareness of the vaccine
and just help address vaccine inequity
in our communities,” Cohan said.
One of her children is immune com-
promised and the family was able to
get vaccines shortly after they became
available. But through neighborhood
groups and social media networks,
Cohan began helping seniors
trying to get vaccine ap-
pointments and was soon
asked to help people at
Travis Association for the
Blind Austin Lighthouse.
“Because when the vaccine
rollout first happened, a lot
of the groups that were most
vulnerable and eligible in the
beginning, with the exception of the
frontline healthcare workers, were
elderly who may not have had Internet
access, or they needed help using it,”
Cohan said.
Initially they held group meetings
on Zoom to provide instructions, but

soon found the process required more
one-on-one direction.
A Google form was created that al-
lowed them to get basic intake infor-
mation from people.
“Through that form, which had voice

technology, we found we were
being contacted by many
blind or visually impaired
individuals,” Cohan said.
When an appointment
could be found, the
screen sometimes frus-
tratingly disappeared
before the time slot

could be booked.
Cohan decided to reach out to the
Austin Lighthouse to see if she could
help arrange a vaccine clinic there and
was soon calling pharmacies and city
officials to see who could help. Then
Cohan remembered she still had the
name of the Walgreens pharmacist
who had done her family’s vaccines,

and called her to see how a vaccine
clinic could be arranged for Austin
Lighthouse.
“She said absolutely I can help
you, and she put me in touch with
the regional district managers from
Walgreens and they responded within
24 hours,” Cohan said. “And within a
couple weeks we had a 300-dose Pfiz-
er vaccine clinic planned for Austin
Lighthouse at a time when vaccines
were still really difficult to get.”
The clinic took place in early April.
“And I realized in the process of plan-
ning that event, how much advocacy
was needed for people with disabil-
ities,” Cohan said. “One thing led to
another, and I contacted the District 2
Councilwoman, Vanessa Fuentes, and
she was incredible.”
Fuentes helped introduce Cohan to the
executive director of Knowbility, Inc.,
a local nonprofit leader in accessible
information technology for people
with disabilities.
They continued conversations at the
Lighthouse event, to strategize how to
bring vaccine clinics into underserved
communities.
“Coincidentally over the next few
days, United Way rolled out a vaccine
equity grant that was open to nonprof-
its and Councilwoman Fuentes’ office
sent me a message about it,” Cohan
said.
At that point, they weren’t yet an
official nonprofit, but Cohan soon
mustered a number of people to help
form it.
“Within the course of a long weekend,
we invited people who had already
been working with us to be a board
and we put together a logo and a
name, and filled out this application,”
Cohan said. “And I think I didn’t sleep
for days, and we got it, we got this
$25,000 grant from the United Way.”
From that point, “VaxTogetherAustin
has been working to provide more
vaccine clinics throughout the region
and to secure additional grant funding.
“We built our volunteers and our
board and our staff and in less than a
year, we have this functioning entity
that collaborates with so many other
organizations,” Cohan said.
Cohan has an undergraduate degree
from University of Texas at Austin,
Plan II Honors program and earned
a Master’s in Counseling from St.
Edward’s University, during which
she interned as a school counselor. In

addition to training as a therapist, she
has worked in Human Resources for
PricewaterhouseCoopers and in the
non-profit sector.
“I was inspired by a few things when
I worked in the schools,” Cohan said.
Including wanting to provide more
equitable access to resources.
The concept of a school as a gathering
place for the community resonated
with Cohan, who has also helped
bring vaccine clinics to schools in
Austin ISD.
Cohan describes herself as the kind of
person who when she sees something
wrong always tries to help.
“In the nonprofit world, in the equity
world, not taking no for an answer,
and not being able to look away is
a great thing,” Cohan said. “And so
that’s what kind of happened, I just
couldn’t look away, and having these
experiences as a school counselor in
my internship program, I think it’s just
wanting to help.
“The fact that it turned into a career as
an executive director of a nonprofit is
somewhat incidental – I don’t know
that when I first started helping people
get vaccinated that I ever imagined
in my wildest dreams that it we’d
become one organization but as it
happened, it just organically felt right
and we just all kept doing it.”
Cohan and her team are grateful that at
any point they have needed something,

Extraordinary Women Award Winner

presented by

THOMASJHENRY

SHARON COHAN
Founder & Executive director of VaxTogetherAustin

T

Continued on next page.



Austin American-Statesman - 01/30/2022 Page : A09

January 31, 2022 1:05 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

STATESMAN.COM | SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022 | 9A

Extraordinary Women Award Winner: Sharon Cohan

All nominees will be showcased in our online gallery and our monthly
spotlights will be invited to our Celebration Luncheon next January to be
recognized for their inspiring leadership and community contributions.

Each month we will feature more extraordinary women
in different professional categories in our community.

someone has stepped in to help.
Following the Lighthouse vaccine
clinic, VaxTogetherAustin with
Walgreens as its immunizing partner
has worked with Austin ISD and
local PTAS to hold a clinic at Na-
varro High School for anyone in the
community.
“It was primarily students and their
families that came in, but it was for
anyone,” Cohan said. “Anytime we
do clinics, they’re always open to the
community, and we host them at the
school but we also put signs out, we
do door-to-door, sometimes we have
a text campaign, and we have a lot of
different ways that we try to get the
word out; that’s actually part of our
model, is we’re bringing new vaccine
opportunities into communities at
places where people already feel safe.
“And it’s interesting because our
clinics at schools always fill, and I
really think that there’s just some-
thing that feels very safe about your
neighborhood school.”
Between the clinics and then pro-
viding individual assistance to help
people get appointments, it’s estimat-

ed VaxTogetherAustin has helped get
about 20,000 shots in arms.
Cohan said she is humbled and
grateful for the Extraordinary Women
recognition.
“I feel really honored,” Cohan said.
“I don’t feel incredibly extraordinary,
I just I kind of feel we all need to be
doing our part to repair the world
and make things better, so I don’t
feel extraordinary, however I’m very
honored.
“I think I feel most great about the
partnership and collaboration that we
have with other organizations and the
like-minded people that I would have
never met if it weren’t for this work.”
Cohan noted the story of VaxTo-
getherAustin provides an excellent
example of what can happen when
a grassroots effort works together to
bring ideas to fruition.
“I think that’s the thing I’m most
proud of,” Cohan said. “Is that we’re
able to help so many people, and
hopefully our organization over the
long term, once we get past trying to
vaccinate people, we’ll be helping
with rebuilding and restoring com-
munities, just picking up the pieces
of the devastation of the pandemic.”
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