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Pop-Up COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic to Meet the Needs of the 

Blind and Visually Impaired Takes Place at Austin Lighthouse 

Thanks to the Help of a Local Resident 

 

AUSTIN – Friday, April 2, Travis Association for the Blind Austin Lighthouse will be receiving 300 doses of the 

COVID-19 vaccine from Walgreens to meet the needs of their blind and visually impaired employees and 

community. The event takes place at its Southeast Austin location in District 2 (4512 S. Pleasant Valley) and goes 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The distribution is happening thanks to an effort led by a concerned citizen. 

“I am grateful to be invited to witness this community-led effort to serve our blind and visually impaired 

community,” says Councilwoman Vanessa Fuentes. “Too many vulnerable people have been overlooked during 

this pandemic, and because of the initiative taken by local resident Sharon Cohan in partnering with Austin 

Lighthouse a few more hundred people who greatly needed it will be protected.” 

Cohan was inspired to step-in after connecting with a visually impaired person who came across an accessibility 

friendly Google Form a friend of Cohan’s had made for the two to reach people who needed help registering for 

the vaccination. As she learned more about issues regarding accessibility, she quickly saw a gap to fill for a 

community she felt was left behind during the vaccine rollout.  

“It’s been an unexpected honor to meet so many members of the visually impaired community here in Austin,” 

Cohan says. “And it brings me tremendous joy to facilitate bringing this vaccine clinic to them at Austin 

Lighthouse. My hope is that this will be the beginning of a larger effort to bring awareness to the community of 

how we can make our city more accessible to the visually impaired. They have gotten lost throughout the 

pandemic and deserve access to all the resources and information that the sighted community has.” 

Vince Boyd, director of mission services at Austin Lighthouse, worked to get vaccines to the center before Cohan 

reached out but struggled to get assistance.  

“It’s been a challenge to serve our vulnerable population during this pandemic, especially to get them vaccinated,” 

Boyd says. “From the lack of accessibility online or through the telephone, the tech aspect for registration of this 

vaccine rollout has been one of the big barriers for our community.” 



Boyd thanks Cohan, who reached out to multiple pharmacies before securing the commitment from Walgreens. 

He also extends his gratitude to the pharmacy for stepping in to make these vaccines available during Friday’s 

pop-up clinic and the second round, which will take place in three weeks. “It gives you a warm feeling and 

reminds you that people care,” he says.  

Additionally, sighted employees from Austin Lighthouse and family members for all staff will be included during 

the clinic. Founded in 1934, Austin Lighthouse is a service-oriented non-profit that offers education, training, 

advocacy and community for blind and visually impaired individuals in Travis County and surrounding areas. 

“This is a heartwarming story to see how one person can make such an impact,” says Councilwoman Fuentes. 

“It’s also a reminder that our fight to get equitable vaccine access is nowhere near done. And while we must 

continue to help each other, the responsibility shouldn’t fall on everyday citizens. We have to keep pushing until 

every vulnerable Austinite is protected.” 

Councilwoman Fuentes will be on-site at 11 a.m. along with Mrs. Cohan, a Walgreens representative and 

Austin Lighthouse leadership, including Mr. Boyd and Mr. Jim Meehan, president and CEO.  
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